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- though this was unfortunately one of the
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Dr. Hyslop Discovers a
' Girl WhoProduces the
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Dr. Richard Hodgson.
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tions prevailed when we were not ,fxoldiﬁg
our fingers on her larynx. The only qués-
tion is whether this implied that Mis§
Burton; the subconsclous Miss -Burtor
did the whistling and singing entirely.'’ :*

The production of the singing and whiss
tling has nct been satisfactorily .ace
counted for. Dr. Hyslop says it was not
ventriloquism. The whistling probably
was produced through the trumpet. Dr.
Hyslop says there are persons who can

*3
¢ }'}“' ) . whistle and sing at the samie time. He
' 3 ) v : . takes it for granted, however, that Mi
3 dthe detailed. record must be consulted for‘ : er, that Miss
Cdnd ' R N, N 5 " B ¥
nomena Yet S_ee n ‘? them:* Thoy show  the Eame. Lyrtariont n:;t::a.herself is responsible for the phe-

She Does Not Accept
"Money, Gives Tests
Only in Private, and

Her Identity Isa Secret.

R. JAMES H. HYSLOP, head of

the American Bociety for Psychi-

cal Research, has discovered a

medium of the Eusapia Palladino

type who produces physical phenomena

more wonderful than those attributed to
woman.

u:f‘hiI:a xliza:dium, a girl of twenty whose

identity is not disclosed, for the reason.

according to Dr. Hyslcp, that she is not

actuated by mercenary motives and has

no intention-of producing the phenomena

in pubHc, has been the subject of p:sr-

sistent investigation and experiment for
the last two years.

There have been rumdreds of sittings
under the direction of two physicians of
esta.blislied reputation. who are mentioned
by pseudonyms, and Dr. Hyslop himself.

The result of the investigations so far
has been to prove that what have been
considered by some in the case of Pall?-
dino to be supernatural phenomena h:}le
been produced By the subject herself white
i ate of hysteria.
l-n'l'z::‘.t the girl is a true nysteric has be.ae‘n
demonstrated by exhaustive scientific
tests.” She develops areas of anaesthe_sna
and hyperaesthesia. Sometimes one._s{de
of her body from the larynx dowt? is ma-
censible to pain while the ?ther is .in
condition of excited sensibility ‘_“' h}per:‘
‘gpesthesia. Again, and almost in a'. m: f
ment, these conditions are reversefl mFt ee_a
right or left halves of he_r bod_\:1 T
quently she is in a cataleptic condit (:m. )

Among the phenomena produced"b.,\ this:
girl, who is called Aliss Burton * in Dr.
Hyslop's report, are many of those com-;
mon to the professional medium, su.ch as |
the production of raps. 1he Ievx.tatxon orj
heavy tables, playing a tambourine, ring-.
ing bells, and so on. ) :

Added to these were some original man-|
ifestations. For instance, whereas !he;
girl is not musical and can neither smgi
nor whistle while in a normal state, \\'henl‘
in the trance condition and in the dark,
;singing and whistling are produced sim-,
ultaneously; and the mode of the produc-]
tion of this phenomenon has not been
explained satisfactorily. Dr. Hyslop says|
that the whistling is. that of an expert!
vaudeville performer, and that if thel!
soung woman could produce such sounds!
in a normal state she could realize a small
fortune from her performarces. ]

o,

The Phonograph. Test, Showing How{
the Medium Started and Stopped
the Music at-Will—by a Rope.

Ifrom any part in the determination of lts:

character. L
{ "It was not long before Drs. Hamilton
and Smyth—both names are pseudonyms—
in their investigations discovered the
marks of hysteria in the case and this
opened up a rare opportunity for scien-
! tific and humane work in this field. They
{ were not slow to accept the situatfon and
{to make their observations to fit the dis-
covery.

“ Mr. Myers and Dr. Hodgson held that
mediumship was a normal function of
human npature. To many hysterical con-
} ditlons seem to be its cause and explana-
}tion. But it may be more proper to re-
1gard them as its disease rather than as
its essential characteristic. The present
case will throw light on that question.

* One thing is clearly indicated by this
report. It is the absolute disqualification
of the conjurer for experimenting with
such cases or for passing judgment upon
the phenomena. Had we proceeded with
his ideas on the type of phenomena we
1 should never have found traces of hys-
[teria or have becn able to study the

| changes of personality involved.
| " The public, both scientific and la¥,
; has accepted too readily the conjurer's
“point of view and methods in such’ casés,
1 but T now regard this report as forever
i shutting out that class of self-constituted
| authorities and as justifying the policy ot
{ wholly ignoring them in the future. Con-
“J'urers have their place, but 1t is not fn the
'investigation of hysterics or phenomena
ithat are associated with them. .

| ** The two physicians who were asked to

linvestigate the case had to comeg to it

' Eusapia Palladino. ) T

lem taken out of the hands of mounte-
banks for’ its solution.

“ The’ various situations and actions of
Miss -Burton, when put togethern collective-
ly, are not capable of any bther interpre-
tation by any one who could have wit-
nessed them than hysterical simulation,-
with ‘occasional vistas of the supernormal,’
unless she be given credit for unconscious
genius ‘at deception that i{s wholly incom-
patible with her normal experience. -

bof the ‘table. During the same séance
,8he grasped the hands of both physicians
and’ whistled’ fn the trumpet. The laryn=z
‘showed the same sympathetic action as
in the singing.
: '“Again Dr. Hamlilton tied the hand-
kerchief tightly over the medium’s mouth,
and it was inspected by the others pres-
ent, finding it so tight as to leave ridges
in the face. He then held the right hand;
whistling occurred while the tambourine
was played and two bells rung. After
this the tambourine was placed on the
table and Dr. Hamilton was asked to
catch the hand or fingers that tapped
“the rim to the music. He still held the
.right hand, and it was pitch darkness.
With the left hand he tried his best to

though' & subsequent attempt succeeded
at times. Dr. Smyth, being ‘skeptical of
this tnability, tried it, angd fatled to catch
the hands or fingers. .

“ Another more complicated experiment
was perfcrined. It was desired that the
phonograph be started and stopped at a
distance with both hands and feet of the
medium held. After half an hour's ex-
periment this succeeded, but the medium
showed increased heart beat from 60 to
80 and had a sick headache all the next
day.

!*On one of these occasjons lights were
]seen and the smell of phosphorus noticed.
J‘:l‘he trance personalities denied that the
| lights were made with the fingers, but
I tne lights were at times visible to one
jperson and -pot to others, just :as they
"would be if produced by the fingers. The
i difference between these and the lights
imaglclans produce was remarked.”

. Dr. Hyslop describes séances which

caféh the hand of the medlum tdpping
the™rim of the tambourine and failed,

versatility of adaptation and ingenuity
for overcoming difficulties that the me-
dium would not resort to normally.
-*“Other phenomena é&onnected with the
production of lights should be summar-
ized. The’experimenters noticed that they
could not reproduce the lights by the use
of matches or in the ordinary way in
whlech magiclans imitate these phenom-
ena. But Dr. Smyth, on one occasion, both
physicians agreeing that the lights had
gdegenerated into something like those
producible by matches, suspected that she
might have matches in her mouth, and
suddenly seized her and forced her mouth
open, finding the sallva saturated with
phosphorescent light, and_it ran out into
her lap, still showing the light in her lap.
But he did not find a trace of a match In
her mouth, and no evidence that anything
else had been prepared for the situation.
Nelther Mrs. Milton nor the medium could
account for {it.

** But thelr experiment in levitation of
the table revealed the most probabls ex-
planation of that phenomenon in the use
of crossed knees and lifting with her heel.
Though I could not succeed In duplicating
this phenomenon with a table that
welghed about half as much as the table
used In these experiments the method is
so plausible that we maust allow it 8 con-
sideration, especlally in the light of the
anaesthesia of the medium, making her
immune to paln, and the increased muscu-
lar power revealed by the dynamometer.

“ On one occasion I was -astonished to
flnd Miss Burton standing, she having
arisen while I held her right hand and
arm and yet betrayed no sympathetic ac-
tion in that arm In spite of the necessary
actions and movements in rising. The
secret of this dissoclation of motor ac-
tions was never clearly discovered. 1t
may have been due to the effects of local
or zonal anaethesias, which might ha.vel
produced muscular lethargy to such an
extent that actions In one part of the body
would not be connected with or transmit-
ted to other parts.

‘ On these occasions, when holding both
| hands, I found that the jerks were sim-|
!ultaneous and exactly similar in each
 hand, and this whether anything subse-
"quently occurred or not. Also at times
I had reason to believe from slight
movements of a jerking type in the body
when the hand I held jerked that they
were not attempts at ‘trickery.” They
'proved to be automatic convulsions with-
,out any significance to the hypothesis of
attempts to play tricks. N
|-+« The fact is that it was In the discovery
jof these sympathetic automatisms that I
i‘got_ the first suggestion that the subcon-
|sciousness was as ‘ honest' as we found
i the normal consciousness to be. I have
already indicated that normally Miss Bur-
ton Is a perfectly honest young woman,
’and that not the slightest suspicion can
'be entertained about her In this respect.
'If readers cannot make this assumption in
‘?hel case they must personally investigate

The experimenter considers the
production of lights at length and ‘con-
cludes:

“‘But it was clear that, if the lights wers
not produced fraudulently or hysterically
by means prepared beforehand, they were
not independent of ‘Miss Burton's organ-

‘lsm. They were undoubtedly connected-
'with her bodily action in some way. The
only preparation that would seem res~
sonable in the case, judging from Miss’
Burton’s norrmédl honesty, would be that
she goes into something like & trance.and
makes the preparation in that condition
and hence rememters nothing about it."%.’

Dr. Hyslop tells of the endeavor to find
out how the phonograph was stopped:

‘“ We tried it several times, but failed,
and then a little later, with her right
hand under control, the machine was
stopped, when she quickly threw her left
h‘and Into mine; and with the same condi-
tions as I have described the phonograph
was started and stopped four times again.
‘When it ceased the last time I called for
the light, and at onee there began a vig-
orous struggie on the part of Miss Bur- -
ton to get free. I managed to hold her,
and when the light was turned . up- by’
Mrs. Milton—she. and I being tke cnlys
two present—there on the key of the ma-
chine was one of the pieces of rope which
usually lles on the table, tled in.a knot,
and probably put under the armpits for
pulling and relaxing it suitably to start
and stop the machine.” -

The investigator expresses the opinion
that the raps were genuine phenomena,
occurring independent of Miss Burton's
organism.

The mental phenomena in this case in-
clude raps, automatic writing, trance per-
sonalities, such as Dan Rulland, the prin-
cipal ** guide,” who sald he was in the
Spanish war, and Black Cloud, and clair-
voyant visions. These phenomena are
considered at great length. ) ”

In estimating the character of these
phenomena Dr. Hyslop considers three
hypotheses, namely: Fraud, trance decep-
tion, and spirits. The physical phenomena
he attributes to trance deception, the re-
sult of hysteria. He says:

‘ There are three situations in her phe-
nomena, when the facts prove her automs-
atism. (1) There is the conclusive move-
ments of the hands which we discoverad:
to indicate a change of personality or con-
trol. (2) There is the convulsive move=-
ments which she herself struggles to con-
trol under test conditions, these inveolun-
tary movements tending to make her do
the things Rerself. (3) There is the per-
‘formance of acts herself which she ob-
‘Serves without being conscious of their
initiation.”

He insists that even in the trance when
the deceptions were carried out, she tried
to perform the feats honestly. On this
point, he says: s

‘“ Miss Burton actually exhausted her-
self at times in the effort to perform the
feats * honestly’ in the trance. She_was
not at all averse to corrtrol and resisted
her own automatic efforts to obtain res

lease from it. All this was evidencs, at
lease so far as it went, in favor of ‘ hon-

Another phenomenon is the starting and| !with the pre-emption of other Views by - ‘“On one occasion Miss Burton Te- "iser. . esty’ on the part of the trance condi-
stopping of a2 phonograph at will when the |the strong conviction of the parties that marked that she saw lights. . We were ' #“The private character of the case, the tion or the subconscious.” B
machine is placed some distance behind I spirits were the agents in the phenomena, experimenting to get them. At times, mpde of origin of the phenomena, the Qif- Jé‘no,'},‘.fnacc’i’)sr’deﬁa;;?é‘p Sﬁees‘h %Em,g?égf
the medium. This always occurred in the jand it must be said to their lasting credit they were visible to all of us, but usualiy fidence of Miss Burton, the absence of gle says: ” ’

dark. It was found that she fled one
end of a rope to the machine, while a
knot in the other end probably was manip-
ulated under her arm.

The fifth volume of the Proceedings of
the American Society. for. Psychieal Re-
search, a forthcoming issue which con-
tains some 3500 or 60U pages, " is -entirely
devoted to a report of this case and its

.‘that they were nelther frightened by this
:idea into ridiculing the facts nor attracted
'"to it by ready acceptance of its claims.
They quickly discovered an interest which
‘lay between the two extremes of faith
and skepticism. This was the scientific
alternative between fraud and 'miracle.
‘“If"the snubject had been as exacting
and as mercenary as Eusapia. Palladino]

they were not seen by Miss Burton. On
this occasion she was evidently anaesthesic
except above the larynx, and she was
probably making the lights with her left’
hand and did not know it, in spite of her
eyes belng open and she looking for them-
as we were. .

* Like all other cases the phenomena
were of a type where the‘real or-alleged

|
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Levitation I« Dome by- Palladin

and -4id the whistilng or singlng Into:iti

so as to. make the sourid appear where _t:

#he 7;'Pr.esence of Scientists.’

r . . . . !
‘Weré: employed in trying to take photo-
graphs , of ~some of the physical

any clalms on her part, the shock she
felt when she discovered through the tes-
 timony of others that she herself was do-
ing what they supposed was spiritistic—
that is; independently produced—the con-
, version of her relatives, who first thought
'she was trying to deceive them; her pre-
' vious habits of life, and a thousand inci-
dentg which cannot be narrated here, to

‘*“ After the description of the case as,
one of hysteria and after explaining mostx
of the phenomena by hysterical automt-
tism it will seem proposterous even to
mention a spiritistic nypothesis in con-:
nection with it. Scientific men might won-
der why it is given any consideration as
an alternative at all. But I shall boldly
affirm that such a view involves a misun-.
derstanding of the nature of that theory-
and its application. I do not hesitate to:
treat both the ordinary scientific man or

analysis. : - investigation even into its: hysterical mystery of them was concealed by thej : Mrar I b amerama 4 -and . N skeptic and layman with contempt in re-
< . 4l H . was not, and to ascertain whether ‘6.l .pPhenomena.,  Miss, Burton consented "an I say nothing of the uniform conviction of % .

J P - . - , ) A g I Pt Masts O gard to it. I am quite ready to challenge

Notwithstanding the fact that the i1 phenomena would have been impossibie darkness, and when we attempted to ‘was .any evidencé that _this ‘hy. thesls: 80, did. her alleged spirit controls. The two .all who know her, are evidence that we. him in his own field and to take up t%e

vestigators explain the physical phenom-
ena, when Dr. Hyslop takes up the ques-
tion of. the mental pnenomeng.“exhibited
by the same mediumshe takes to task in
advance any or all who mgay disagree with
him on the question, 6f -the ‘spiritistic
value of these mental phenomena. These
include automatic writing, purporting to

and it would have gone like all others by
default. * .

* Hysteria or sub-conscious phenomena
of some sort seems to lie at, the basls
of all mediumistic phenomena whatever,
whether of the genuine or non-genuin®
type. * * * When that position is as-
sumed we find phenornena éf sclentific

overcome this handicap we -were con-.
fronted by hyperaesthesia, which- was as,
effectual in putting an end to experiment.
z;s any. fear of discovery in fraud could'l
e. :

** While darkness made it imposslble‘to‘
observe what was necéssary to determine
whether Independent physical phenomena

‘was true or not, I usually held th

_actions :which -would “betray the<use of'

ally the right'
hand to diminish the resources st her.
command for doing ;th_'e things ,a'nd_:to en-
able me- to study sympathetic muscular

the left.hand for. the imagined’ purpose. °
_*“More than. one of ‘us-discovered that
Miss . ‘Burton. could: actually’ rise td a!

first flashiights were, failures, but caused
‘dangérous. shotkg to Miss Burton which
‘almiost stopped her heart action. Nothing
.wasg léarned from these two pictures. The
trumpet wmentioned before was heard -to
fall on the -table just before the second
flash. - -0 0

- X The,n'exﬁ::expérlment."' the report con-

‘do not have to assume any dishonesty in
the girl normally.

. * Besides the evidence that she Is.in a
}trance. as indicated by severe tests'for
|anaesthesia, show that we do not have
i to reckon with the normal consciousness
'In the phenomena. We assumed that sub-

cudgels for. such a view where: it would
eveén seem preposterous o the most purs
blind and obstinate skeptic, if' I thought
there was the slightest excuse for it. -
‘““I do not have any respect whatever
for most people’s conception of either the-
affirmative or negative attitude toward
this hypothesis. This does not mean that
I feel any obligation or even desire to
defend it In this case. But it does mean

|
i J T 3 : < iously Miss Burton was doing the h T ard the ordinarv o tion of
be communications from . the dead. interest that not only extends the fleld occurred without controlling the psychic, standin 1 hile! tinues;:-{“shows -a; most interesting result. consc that I regar e narsy nceptio
; ¢ - . ! ta g_position without detection while MSS - Rt 2l h things that purported to be intiependent it so foolish that I,am quite willing even
Here are some of Dr. Hyslop's views it did not interfere with the study of her| | 1qin- her right hand, -Apparently also-| 14188 Burton wis:tled to her chair In the) g ¢ it a0 foolish that T ain quite willing ever

and explanations of this singular case:
*4The phenomena of this report have
the usual superficial claim to being su-
pernormal physical ones, -and when I say
* superficial* I do not miean to beg any
questions regarding their. real character.
But th2y invited the interest.and created
an obligation in the investizator because
they occurred in a prifate family of good
standing. There was no professional
background or experience in the case,

-0of humanity, but alse discovers an ‘alter-
native between consclous fraud and.the
supernormal for explanation.of the facts,
while it opens the way to the’ possible
discovery that even the supernormal is
either conditioned or accompanied by the
existence of hysteria in some form dur-
ing the . inciplent stageg of its develop-
ment. Such a view would completely al-]
ter the terms of the controversy and force
the scientific man as well as the.layman
to approach the problem in’ a different
manner. and with Jess confidence in'su-|

hysterical conditlon. Indeed it rather
tended' to help it, ‘because it kept her from:
knowing what the .eyes might have be-
trayed if the 1ight had been on and her'
concentration on the phenomena prevent-
ed her from Knowing what we were-in-
-vestigating in certain tactual -actions.: It
.was. In th!s way that I discovered many
indications.of the hysteria, which I might
not have been able to detect in the lglit..

“The discovery and study of the un-

conscious’ associates of ‘the phenomena
g

that purported to.be miraculous afforded

'tfon was ohe of the remdirkable phenpm-,
‘ena of the case, a dlssociation which non

lp"

sHe could lean forward and:turn around;
a corsiderable distance without the right:
hand betraying any evidence ofit in sy~
pathetic movements, The motor dlssocia-:

of us have been able to' completely:
icite or' imitate ‘in our’ o

actién, - . 0 T T
It seems that the two :physiclans-f

endeavored “to exclu

de: the: possibilit

confederatées.. This was doné-well enough; |

afige, Her-hands supposedly being secure
i5é. The photograph shows
ambourine in the air above Dr.
h'shead:and her right hand released
siand in the air in the act
‘tambourine. '
“afiofher InStance they had taken a
graphwhich. showed the tambourine
he:af?, ‘and. théy asked to have it re-
“while’ both” hends ‘were held, thd
ne:hiving been taken with the left
Y rtles,” Mrs: Milton, the
nd- the controls all readily con-

physical phenomena, and it was our prob-
lem to prove or disprove it while we
studied her motor habits In connection
| with them. The photographs and some
other phenomena seemed to prove that the
‘subcpnscious was playing tricks exactly
as a normg.'l person would do in such al-
leged phenomena, and hence we inter-|
preted the case a% one of trance deception.

“We come now to the individual phe-
nomena and the first to be noticed is the
whistling and singing. Sometimes the
whistling was alone and sometimes it was

an argument and for exposing the ignor-
ance -and prejudices of. the average ‘man
in the discussion of  this subject. So. I
simply throw down the gauntlet and chal-
lenge any man to deny the possibility "of
applying a spiritistic theory to explain the

facts. .

““ Whether it be a fact that such an -ex-
planation actually applies is another and .
different question, and may come under::
notice as such. But after such phenom-:
ena, as the Society for Psychical Re-:
search has coilected for the past twenty-!
five years illustrating the claims of spirit:
agency.as an hypothesis, that possibility
is guaranteed, whether the fact be proved-

- -prospects emtértained 'in the development! perficial irterpretations, whether they be! ! : . 5 'expériments were made'in:the of- id-t v - or ack e
. of it. But the fifst important thing which| fraud or spirllt):i ' P WRERSTTRTTY an excellent test “of the mental stateS| |f1a5"of one of them it)wss quickly’ dem fie «two hands . were - held -and simultaneous. with . singing, as .described * This 18 perhaps a rather audaclous fn=:
" the Investigator had’to 1z¢ th O S U IAAT L involved in the production of the inci- : ed that ¢o rates “were not. in photograph was. developed it in the detailed récord. The simultaneous troduction to & calm and critical consid-.
\ recognize- was the Such an approach would ‘save much dents, and -they Were o6ften decisive 5. They tu ' singing and whistling presented a problem eration of the facts in reference to Such.

= {act:that Miss Burton—this not being.the
- real name.of the. subject—actually believes
.77 'in 'herself, though she has borrowed this
- belief from the convictiéns of Mrs. Milton,
‘“her "foster mother, who is undoubtedly
sincere-in her belief that the-phenomena
are what. they purport to be. -
These two circumstances, the ab-
ce - of professional 'antecedents gnd
e Bincerity of the belel ~of ;the parties
concerried, make the case one of extréme
psychological interest t¢_start with and

hé~amateur investigator-a
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itrouble :and bickefing, as well as. manv|
‘a failure to settle mooted .points. I do
;not know' any case to which ‘thig’ ré-
Imark will dpply ihore " éffectiyely, than:
.that of Eusapia Palladino: - If'the men
Iwho essayed to. fnvestigite “Ker: .in this,
| country ““had -first “tried. {c “‘detérmine
. whether ‘'she was "a: hysteric or ‘net”th

' would 'Wave “eaved- ail the foolsh /dist
sion -that - has “Centred’ aboiit’ her
.nomena: It -wonld*“have offered

S, they were of { y ‘proof
of “automatism. and _unconscious “gction.
'Phis dlscovery was ‘
portance - than ‘the
miracles. )

‘muss

to. me -of - more
Pproot -.of'. ph

".““For the purpose of studying.th

cular actions of Miss Burton while “any:
Pheiiomendn was- ocetiring it - ‘Teces<:
sary‘-to: establish some -sor

with iher. Fo

bourine in the medium's
.had.evidently been made
r her;to flip the tambourine
t least that.is the only nat-
to drawn from the situ-

o;;'e:';pé;i:ﬁe’nts for
7a8. fond; standing, ‘the
\g':_.‘dls'o vered:fndica

for all°of 'us, especially as it proposed the
use_of.the physical organs of the larynx
and throat for two purposes, assuming
that Miss Burton' did them herself, and
that wag the only subposition which any
ordinary. -explanation would permit. We
were to determine whether she or an ex-
ternal reality was responsible for them.
‘e &7* But thére was no doubt about the
complicity ‘or sympathy df -her vocal ac-
tion in all:the whistling and singing which
2 i P » t i 4Ri

bited without permission.

a view. but I have deemed it best to defy:
the ordinary skeptic in a situation:in
which he usually assumes with impunity.
thait ~he .can win "his victory without
strike. \

I am not going to be frightened:
by the threat of ostracism or contemp

on the part of respectable orthodoxy :i
either science or philosophy. I prefer th

ing the'same false conception of’ the probsi
lem and  differing .only  in-their‘attitudes:
toward it 8 Lt
other:.cred




