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“AMERICANS HAVE AN INCAPACITY FOR LEISURE,” SAYS PERCIVAL CHUBB

MERICANS, young and old, rich

and poor, have an incapacity for

A leisure. They know how to kill
time, but they don't know how to

srend it profitably; they don't know what
fruitful leisure {s. I don’t think much
can be donme for the elder generation.
The only hope is in the proper education
of the young.” |

This is the gist of an interview given
by Percival Chubb of the Society of Eth-
ical Culture to a representative of THE
Times. His text wus: “Our Pressing
Need of Education f(g Leisure.”

“ This is the nail on which the whole
matter hangs: As a man cannot be saved
in these times by his labor, he must be
saved by his leisure,”” sald Mr. Chubb.
‘**This is an age of speciallzation, in
which the life work of the great major-
ity of men runs in & very narrow groove.
It is true of the business man, of the,
professional man, but more particularly!
of the poor man. :

‘“ A year or so ago a certain organiza-
tion of laboring men held a meeting to|
discuss what was the best use to put:
Labor Day to, There was a plan to make
a festival out of it; to have g street
parade. floats; to glorify labor. In the'
midst of the discussion a man who had
hitherto been a quiet listener suddenly in-:
terrupted: '

‘“*When Labor Day comes let labor be
hanged: what I want is to get out for a‘
holiday. I work in a shoe factory, and
my job is making the twentieth part of &,
shoe. I make hundreds of them, one just
like another, day in and day out, Winter
and Summer, year after year. When I
get a holiday do you think I'm going to
spend it glorifying that job?°®

‘“ This long-continued monotonous labor
is one of the most potent factors in fill-
ing our asylums, Statistics will tell you
at what an alarming rate our asylum
population is growing.

‘It was thought that the new machine
iIndustry would require and develop a
higher type of labor. But Dean Schneider
of the kEngineering School of the Cincin-
nati University has made an exhaustive
investigation of the question, and he finds
that it is driving many of the workmen
crazy. Just imagine the effect upon a
man’s brain of closely watching during
some mine or ten hours a machine stamp
out pieces of metal, all of the same size,
all of the same pattern.

“ Now one thing is certaln—we are not
going to get rigd of the machine. The
question resolves itself into this: how
can we make this automatic labor vos-
sible?

* My answer is:
to play.

‘It has been said that if you want to
understand a people, see them at play. A
man is free to play as he pleases. He is
constrained at work and it is not then fair
to judge him.

‘“ See the New Yorker at play on New
Year's Eve—an orgy of gluttony and
noise. See him at play on the Fourth of
July—an orgy of nolse. See him at Coney
Island, the favorite playground of the
great metropolis—an orgy of cheap glitter
and thrills.

“He may be an excellent mechanic, a
shrewd, capable business or professional
man; but when it comes to playtime,
there is nothing within himself, and he
must rely upon feather-ticklers and mer-
ry-go-rounds. Alentally, he is excellently
-equipped with tools for his work, but he
is empty of playthings. He has the
means of & livelihood but not the means
of life,

*“ This lack coupled with the straln of
modern life, results in a Iove of excite-
ment. The man who can afford an auto-
mobile develops the speed mania. In
another class it makes the man a patron
«©f, the ,prizefight. . In another . class it
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great deal of the alecoholism of the present
is the result of this same condition.

‘“ As an excellent illustration of what I
mean by this lack of the eguipment for
fruitful leisure, let me tell you of a man
I know. He is a millionaire and he made
it himself. Yet when he finally made the !
trip to Europe, he was utterly bored. He
knew how to make millions, but he did |
not know how to enjoy the magnificent
art, scenery and traditions of Europe.

‘““He is only one of a class very numer-
ous and I think peculiar to this country.
There are many men in America who
have made their ‘pile,” who are weary of
business, and vet are afraid to relinquish
the reins because they don't know what
else to do with themselves.

“I don’t think much can be done for
the elder generation. All we can do is to
lead them to a realization of the problem.
Let us lead them to say: ‘I have made
a botch of it myself, but my children shall
not,” and we have done about all that we
can do with the present generation of
workers. ’

“ Aristotle sald to teach the child mu-
sie—not that it become a musiclan but
so that it could understand music; to
teach the child art-—mot that it become a
craftsman, but So that it could understand
art.

*“To see the result when this teaching
is absent, we need look no farther than

’our own country, The public has lost its<
;critical faculty. Hence the vogue of the
,moving-picture show, of vaudeville, of
poor drama, of the comic supplement.

‘I have been so often quoted in con-
demnation of the comlic supplement that
many people think I have developed a
comic-supplement-phobia. It is merely
one factor in a big problem. Much of our |
'magazine art has a deteriorating effect.
But above all I would condemn the ad-
vertisements that are so bounteously
sprinkled over the city.

‘“ The effect of dieting on ‘ads’ iz that
you are led to think whether you are us-
ing the right hair wash, the proper com-
plexion powder. It focuses people’s at-
tention” on personal comfort and attrac-
tiveness.

‘““ We are bringing up our children in a.|
world which is not a child's world. Plato
planned his ideal city with reference to
the children Our ecivilization has forgot-
ten all about them. It is made for adults
and the child’s brain is always stretched
and strained in the effort to keep pace
with it. There is no doubt that the mod-
ern child is over-stimulated.. Our civil-
ization is sufficiently complicated anyway,
but we g0 on our vulgar way, making
maiters worse without any regard to the
child. He sees things being done appar-
ently by magic on all sides; it is his first
impraseion, and that we can hardly help
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The Only Way to Remedy I, According to This Well-Known Ethical
Culturist, Is to Edticate the Young to Know What

'in this age of electricity, :But we could
help many things. Take the matter of our
. advertising, for instance. He cannot ride
.in the subway without having a score of
|impressions forced on his mind for which
he has no earthly use. He ig told to drink
somebody’s whiskey and then advised to
 take such-and-such a water to get over it.
'All these useless 1deas are perpetually
L hitting the child’s mind and keeping it in
. a state of constant questioning. He can’t
get away from them. Even parents who
are careful cannot protect their children
against this ceaseless hammering.

‘“ A child is not given time to be a child
nowadays; parents try to jump them into
maturity, One of the popular ideals of
the day is the smart kid. He is a result
of the current method of treating young-
sters as adults. He is pert, frreverent, no
good. His apotheoslsg is the street gamin,

‘“ Not knowing how to play themselves,
parents do not realize the necessity of
making their children play. A child should
be kept childish, and his interest kept in
childlike things.

‘** His development should be slow rath-
er than rapid. The outcome of the lat-
ter is a narrow development that squeezes
out all delight in beauty, all capacity for
leisure, all spirit of composure. But it
leaves nerves and neurotic tendencies.

‘“ These same narrowing influences we
find are being brought to bear upon the
child in the educational movement of the
iday. This ig all for industrial and voca-
tional education. ‘Cut out the fads and
| the frills,” is the watchword of those who
| are behind this movement. Everything
ithat does not alm directly at preparing
ia boy to be a better mechanic, bookkeep-~
er, lawyer, or doctor is labeled 2 ‘fad or
a frill.’ .

‘“ The more tyrannous the forces of
comrmerce become, the more we must pro-
tect the child against their narrowing in-
fluences. These anrti-fads-and-frills peo-
ple say the child must be prepared for
life, but they mean that it must be pre-
pared for that half of life which is work.

‘“ Where this abolition of !fads and
frills’ is going to end I do not know.
For some time now there have been pep-
ple who have been advocating theoaboli-
tion of fairy stories. These advocates say
that the fairy story is mere literary drift-
wood from a bygone and outclassed age
in the world's history, that it distorts the
youthful imagination and gives it a color
that has no basis.in gcience.

“ These people would present fo the
child mind a vulgarized world, a machine~
like world, one that is put together on
clockwork principles, They would strip
the world of mystery and show & uni-
verse as bare of poetry as a patent wash-
ing machine. \

‘ The old arts of play have already de-
Darted out of the life of the city child:
The reasons? Our hurrying, money-mak-
ing civilizatlon for ome thing. Another is
our mixed population: there are no com-

ha.f-dozen transplanted races. Another,
and perhaps still more important, is that
the private resources for childish play-—
the ol¢-fashioned hbackyards are gone—
and few public resources in the way of
public playgrounds have taken their
place.

“Qf coursa every child should be
brought, up in the country. This has been
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m:on terms between the children of a

made ‘impossible, but we could-do more.

to Do with Their

Iand school children have free passes over
the railroad, so that they may go to the
country whenever they choose. New Zea-
land realizes that it is the only way of
fighting the evils of physical degeneracy.
The zone system of Germany would be:
difficult to apply to New York, but it:
might be carried out in other cities, and
we could at least try to keep matters
from getting worse here.

** One of the remedies is the public play-
ground. I wish Mr, Carnegie would divert
his money from libraries to playgrounds.
I once heard a man ask a Carnegie libra-
rian:

“* But do these Carnegie libraries really
meet any popular need?’

} ‘¢ Why,” said lhe, ‘just come around to
.my library any afternoon between 3 and
153 and you'll find it crowded with chil-
dren.’

, “I look upon this as a striking com-
‘mentary on the city’s need of playgrounds.
Having no place to play, the children go to
a library to pass thelr leisure hours. This
means the manufacture of ‘smart kids'—
a type of which I have already spoken.

‘““So far as possible children should be
brought back to the ways of a simpler
age. They should be encouraged to play
simple games, to get up simple festivals,
to use their imaginations instead of hav-
ing things forced on them from without,

‘It Is certainly true that the problem
of education is only a part of the larger
social problem, It is also true that edu-
cation from environment is the best form
of education. As things are now, the ma-
jority of children have not the home sur-
roundings best calculated to develop them,
and the school has to furnish what, for
various reasons, is lacking at home. Pa-
rents have ambition for their children, are
willing to sacrifice themselves, but they
have not the necessary training for the

task of education, and the school has to
supply this. It is regrettable, and the
sooner the main part of education is put in {

Spare Time.

| the home the better, but looking at things
as they are, there is no doubt that the
school is, in the majority of cases, the cen-
tre of the child's training.

| ** The schools do their work—such as it
‘is—in the morning, and then the children
are turned out on the streets to lose in a
wrong enviroenment the good done in the
earlier hours. The problem is how to
malke the school create about a child the
environment that is found in the homes of
educated and intelligent people, to have a
greater influence in his life than the street
has,

‘“ The ideal school—that ig, the school ag
near jdeal as can be obtained under pres-
ent conditions—would stand in large
grounds which would be the property of
the children at all hours. In the evening

the bullding would also be open for them :

to study there, should they wish it,
There would always be the right environ-
ment there for the child, however poor
he might be, and in this way he would ab-
sorb at least a part of what the child of
educated parents has always about him.

‘““ One of the tasks of this school would
be the development in the young of a ten-
dency to creative play. Speak to some
people about children's play, and they
think of something akin to the frolicing
of a Kkitten—a mere aimless exuberance
of vitality.

“ This undoubtedly applies to the recre-
ations of a child who has neither been
born nor educated Into a world of play.
His vitality needs an outlet and he mere-
1y lets himself go. Mischief and hood-
lumism are often the result.

“ What the child needs is formative
play. There are old games that are now
never seen in our streets and rarely in
our schools, that show an artistry that
hag been elaborated by centuries of effort.
They are summed up In what we call
“ Mother Goose.”” There you find song,
dance, pantomime, and ritual.

¢ ¢ Mother Goose’ is the basls of all
sound literary education for the child.
That old classic instils rythm into their
minds and peoples their world with a
gallery of images—Simple Simon, Little
Miss Muffit, and a host of others.

‘*Then there are the singing games—
ring-a-ring-a-rosy, all-around-the-mulber-
ry - bush, London-bridge-is-falling-down.
These games are the most striking sur-
vival of the old Greek choral dance.

‘ ‘Mother Goose ' prepares the mind for
the puppets, minstrel shows, and charades
of boyhood. These old-fashioned forms of
play quicken the imagination and awaken
the young mind to the romance and color
that there are in the world.

“ Then there are the seasonal sports,
rarely seen nowadays, however, When [
was & boy there was ' hoop time’; in the
windy season, ‘ kite time’; ‘ marble time’;
when the cherrieg came we played ‘cher-

ry pits.” And I can remember that ‘leap
‘frog’ and ‘hop-skip-and-a-jump’ had
"their place in these seasonal sports. The

boys had a perfect understanding of their
succession.

‘““With a few exceptions, children en-
gage in these sports no longer. 1t means

.a great impoverishment of their lives.
. Why, do you know that I have actually

seen youngsters who do not know what
to do when they get on a playground?

“ Let the educators teach children how
to play; let them strive to keep children
from the influences on all sides that tend
to destroy childhood and make every one
grown up at the age of 10.

“Jt is an old saying: * 'The child is
father to the man.. But our civilization
gives the child no chance. We are so in-
toxicated with our progress, so proud
of having made life complex that we
have absolutely forgotten the most im-
portant factor in the community—the
child.”
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