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~ALIVE IS (

LTHOUGH {the subject of prema-

ture burial has been exploited by

& novelists. by sensational news-

papers, and by mere notoriety

seekers, until it has become a haufiting

dresd to the people at large, there is real-
1y but little ground for aiarm.

To be buri:d alive is beyvond doubt a
fate sufficiently dreadiul to cause the
blood to run coid at the mere thought.
-But in spite of all the stories to the con-
trary. it ix a peril that in modern times
i< to all intents and purposes nhan-exist-
cnt. ,

Thesc is no scientific journal in the Qld
Worid that speaks with a greater degree
of authority than  the l,ondon Lancet,
whieh is it e official organ of the Royal
Colloges of Phyzicians and of SurgeonsS-—
institutions 4t eniny the monopo'y of
the practice of medicine and surgery ia
Great Rriwgin.

Speaking ex cathedra in an editorial
article. ihe lLancer calis attentionm to fhe
fact that in all the thousands of post
moriem examinations which have beéen
performed througiout the civilized world
during the last fifty vears. there has not
been a single authenticated-case of the
supposed corpse under examination ‘'show-
1. signs of 1ife. such as would invariably '

appear at the dissertion ol a living sub- |

Jject.

And the lancet points out that the:
hodies upon which post moriein examina- ;

tions are performed are in mno sense¢
salected, but include those of persons of
both sexes, and of all ages, who have
died all sorts of natura! and violent
deaths, and at widely varying intervals
of time before the sectio cadaveris.

Tre l.ancet aiso lays siress on  the:

fact that in Auswtria. wheore during, the
last hall century a most elaborate sys-
tem of death-certification has been in
force. providing that every body befare
burial must be seen at least twice witiin
“oriy-eight hours afier death by two in-
di~pendent medical men, and by one of
them again befpre the€ closing of the cofl-
fin. no single instance has ever occurred !
of the fact of deatir being controverted ’
c¢uring these repeated examunatiops.

Moreover. in the mortuary hails which
have been inaugurated st Vienna. Munieh.
and in wneariv all uvre bLig GGerman and
Ausrrian cities  where uacoftined bodies
are Kept at the leqgoe-t of friends under
obsertition tor eiglt dayxs. and even
longer, indeed uniui death bas been an-
sofytely estabi :
mistakable signs of decomposition. not
ane of ine many thousands who have
beoen laid out in t1his manner has ever
yisen from his or her probationary bhier.

'n one word, the lancet. speaking
with ali the aathority of the Royal (ol-
Jieges of T*hysicians and of Surgeons in
Fngdand, deciares that, at any rate as far
i~ 1l'e last {ifty 3y ars are concerned,
srati<ties wo to show that cases of pre- -
aateee bhavial, and of death under the
aisserding LWnife. at ti.e hands of tle
embalmer. are unkuown.

doby e onser of oan-

The l.ondon lances  has  perfornsd
a rery valuable service n issuing tois

stthoritative pronotncement. whict snotila

receive the widest publiicity. since it will
rob death of some of the terrors which
Edgar Allaa PPoe «did s much 1o develop
in hisr gruecoine lales. Thesé 1orrors ¢x-
tend to ali «iassges of the popiilation.
Even tie a.:ointed of the l.ord are not
evempt. therefron,, although one would
imagime tha® he care lavished by phy-
sicians on their roval charges would be
uf a nature ty preciude any risk of death
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being certified. until it had actually been
proved beyond all possibility of doubt.
Some of the réigning houses of Kurope
are to such ‘an extent a prey to alarm
.l'égarding premature entombment, that
, tiiey have devised special precantions to
zuard against anything of the kind. This
is notably the case at Weimar. There

ythe Furstengruft. or Mausoleum of the

Princes.. as it is called, has, standing
iamong its sarcophagi. a marble table.
Whenever there is a death in the reign-
ing familv.the coffin, after the funeral, i=
placed on this marble table. with the lid

;Ioose. Around the fingers of the corpse °
jare wound fine wires, which communicate |

;with an alarm. In fact, the least move-
¥meut. or ecven pulsation, will ring the
"bell in an adjoining chamber, where a
‘suardian is always on the watch, who
;.can at once secure by telephone medicaz
;'attenda.nce.

H \Nét_ until three or four weeks have
' passed “are the wires that communicaie
~Wn‘n the bell cut. the casket finally seal-
,ed up and placed in the sarcophagus
.which constitutes its last resting place.

I may add that there are only two non-
3r0\‘al personages who repose in this ¥Fur-
'<lengruft at Weimdér. namely. the bodies
of Schiller and Goethg the presence of
whose remains there‘— constitutes a rare
posxhumouﬁ honor,

Tlie m.xusoleum:._ is well lighted, and
located in grounds that convey far niore
the impression of a beautiful garden than
of a cemetery. Inpdeed, it is the many
coffins and sarcophagi arranged in lines
in the mausoleum,' that alone recall to
the mind of the visitor the real character
lof the building. .

In spite of all these 'precautions, the

Pr:vves of the Grand -Ducal family of |

Saxe-\Veimer seem to deem it necessary to
muake still further provision for their pro-
tection against the peril of being entomb-
ed ative. Thus when the late Prince Her-
man of Saxe-Weimar died a few years
agu he expressly commanded his child-
ren and- his.executors 1o see that before
:his coffin wasg finally closed and sealed
up in the saroophagu< an incision shonld
_be made in his body to ascertain whether
“he was reaily dead.

It is known that these instructions were

"complied with by the physicians who were |

“with Lim at the 1ime of his demise.
Prince Ernest of Saxe-Weimar, who at
fthe tnee of his decease in 1908, was com-
‘manding as General. a brigade of cavalry,
with headquarters at Frankfort. insisted
unon a similar posthumous test by his
phy:ziciang before being consigned to the
crematoriyim,

For he enjoved the distinction of hav-
ing been the first Prince of the Blood
;in maoden times to have his remains
| cremated. And the late Grand Duke and'

iGrand Duchess of Saxe-\Weimer also shpu-’
,lated in their testamentary instrucuons;
thm the utmost care should be observed:

ty their physicians, to avoid any danger
~of their b inz huried alive.

i Just why the Princes and Princesses of
'the Saxe-Weimar dvnasty should be in
s n dread of:premature entombment it is
;difficutt to explain.. There is a sort of

I tradition that in olden times one of the:

members of that house was entombed
valive. But the mwost searching investiga-

jtion has fafled to reveal any foundanon\

.fnr this story. Indeed there 1s no record
in existence of any royal personage ever
ifaving been buried alive through error.

in fact. one would think that Royal
Princes znd Princesses were even more
exemnptl from any such danger than ordi-
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Popular Belief That §U<Lh a Fate [s Common:
Exploded by the London Lancet,
- Caretul Study of the Matter.

Prince Hermann of Saxe-Weimar.

nary people. since court etiguette requires

i that their remains should lle in state for

eight or ten days prior to thelr obsequies.

To show how such reports originaie, it is

only necessary to recall the case of the
late King of Holland.

In 1888 the latter was known to be at
the point of death. Through some mis-
tahe a report was fissued that he _had

breathed his last, and as his demise tad,

been awaited for several days, and his

j'Tecovery had been pronounced hopeless,

the rumor received immediate credence.

public bulidings were quickly decorated -
wiiihhv black hangingas and crape. flags haifr- |

masted. and his cousin, the ex-Duke of
Nassau, was actually proclailmed Grand
Duke of Luxemburg in his stead. when
s.1ddenly it was discovered that the news
was, to say the least. premature, and that
the ¢ld monarch was making an almost
miraculous recovery.

Tndeed. he survived for another twelve
monthsg; long enough to denounce what he
was pleased to describe as *‘ the ontrage-
ously indecent haste™ his subjects had
shown to .welcome a change in the suc-
cessfon to the thrones of Holland and of
I.uxemburg.

But the affair gave rise to a story that
he had fallen into a cataleptic trance so
death-like that all, doectors Included, wera

After
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Edmund Yates, founder, owner,
i itor of the Tondon World,
fee of one hundred doilars to his docmr.
the direction that the juguiar vein
of his corpse should be opencd hefore cre-
Alfred Nobel,
directed that a week after lhis
death his veins should be opened, and that
only ti.en his remains shouid be consignead
to the crematortum.

Lady Burton, the widow of tha famous
fraveler and explorer, 8ir Richard Burton.

that he had passed away;
[tala untrue in every particular.’

g like the Princes of the;
House nf Saxe-Weimar. have enmrtalned!with
a fear of helng buried alive. and who have
left instructions in their wills calculated
to protect themselves awninst such a fate,
include ‘Tord Lytten, the novellst, who in-
sisted that after his death had Been certi-
fied a needle should be run through his
just before en-

his phyvsician,

&
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[1eft written instructions in her will that
atter her death her heart was to be
ipicrced with a needle, before being turned
,over to the embalmers; and Daniel O'Con-
"nell. the Irish patriot: Hans Christian An-
pdersen, of fairy-tale fame; Wilkie Collins.
' the novelist; Herbert Spencer, and the
~IHon. George . Bentinck, are all. on
i record as having made testamentary pro-
, vision against belng buried aHve.

This does not. however, in ‘any way‘

| mean that there was any foundation for
i their apprehensions. It cannot be taken
jas anything more than an indication that
they had allowed themselves to be In-
fluenced by the stories which they had
hearcd of living burial; stories for which,
as the T.ondon Liancet shows,. there is
no foundation, at any rate in modern
times.

That instances occurred formerly, when
human life was held more cheaply, and
when the science of medicine was not
merely in its infancy, but in an embryonic
condition, is miore than probable. Plato,
400 years before Christ, urged that the
bodies of the dead -be not buried until
the third day, lest by chance life should
remain; and.centurfes later, Pliny dealt,
in his famous ,work -on natural history,
with the difficulty of determining death.

" How comes it about,” he fnquires,
‘““that patients given over for dead by
their physicians sSometimes recover, and
that some even have returned to life at
the very time of their funerals?' His-
tory teaches us that the Egyptians of old
watched the bodies of their dead for many
dayvs before proceeding to embalm them,
and that the ancient Greeks and Romans
were in the habit of subjecting corpses
to various tests of death, sometimes by
the cutting off of a finger. before con-
signing them to the tomb or to the
flames.

Servius, in descrlbing the death of Vir-
gll, tells us that " on the eighth day thev
burned the body, and on the ninth put its
ashes into the grave,”” while Quintiiian
explains that the Romans delayed their
burials * for no other reason than because

they were about to be laid in the grave
as (dead.” )

Tt I« also true that when. owing to the
vraduxl expansion of towns, or for other
'reasnns. gravevards have beeu dug up.
there l:ave been rare cases of remains
found in very ancient tombs that seemed
to indicate premature burial. But in spite !
“of ail investigation of the subject. and ity |
study. not only by savants and medical
orgauizations, but also by societles formed
for the prevention of premature burial. no
‘case of the kind is on authentic record as
having occurred during the last [fifty
years: a fact which should go far to allay
popular apprehension about the matter.

Advantage has occasionally been taken
of this popular dread to promote much-

necied legisiation; as. for instaunce, when)
a few vears ago in Engiand the subject |

i w.as exploited for all 1t was worth by
those who were engaged in securing the

Duke of Saxe~Weimar, Whose Family has Taken Extreme P.ecautiors|enactment of a law exacting that nobody
Against Being Buried Alive.

!shou]d be buried or cremated without a

t medical certificate of death given after a
[ { personal Inspection of the body by a reg- !

{stered piaysician.

How necessary a Jlaw of this kind was
{s shown by the thousands upon thousands
of interments which ook place each vear
i wirhout any medical® certificate: while in
many instances, where the relatives and
friends went to the trouble to =ecure a
ceriificate, they obtained it without aif-
ficulty from doctors who knew nothing of
the case, except by hearsay, and who gave
the document without having seen the
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person 1t concerned. clther in life or after
death.

This. éendition of affairs, which existed
until .only a ’Few Years ago, led to all sorts
of ‘shocking: abuses, the reformation of
which”encountered .50 much opposition
that . the champmng of ‘the measure felt
themselves perfectly justified in invoking
‘the- popular -dread af Ii\dng ‘burial in sup-
port .of thein .movement. ‘But even they
were unable*to.’ submit*{o’ Parllament any
authentic case .In ‘modern ﬁmgs of pre-
mature burial, either at’ homa or abroad.

With regard -to: the’ ao-called “* Wait-
Ing Mortuarfes,” .which,”as I have-: smen- .
tioned above," are.,now to be found in
almost every German-. -and Austrian c(ﬂy
and town, -it is perfectly true tHat the
first ones owed their origin tae the iea:r
of living -burial. These (ate. huwe‘lmr.
from nr’arhr 160 years ago, the first one
having been instituted at Weirnar a.ncl
the second. and ‘third at Munich and Vi—
enna respectively,

If they have become so numerous since
—in Munich alone there are no less then
iten of them—it is not so much becauss
they tend to allay.apprehensions of pre-
mature burial, "but for sanitary regsons.
For it has ‘tended to put an end to. the
practice, especla.ny among '-the- Vpoorer
classes, af retaininig the remaﬁis_" of the
dead in the living apartments of a crowd-
ed quarter during the three, four, and
sometimes eight’ days that jnfervene be-
tween the demise and the obsequies,

In American cities, unless the death hasg
been due to some contagious disease, the
body is permitted to remain for & num-
ber of days in the family home before the
funeral occurs; and theére is often a tend-
ency, prompted by grief, to defer the oOb-
sequies as long: as possible; to postpone,
in one word, the hour of the last farewell.

This cannot be wholesome, either for
the living occupants of the home, or even
for the people who reside in the same
house or in the same block, especially in

we. have seen persons return to life after !

crowded tenement districts and during
the Siinmer months. - """

At dMunich, and in the ather Germ;&n
cities where these so-called Waiting
Mortuaries * have been instituted> the
dead are removed as quickly as possibie,
usually a few hours oniyv after theside-
mise, to these establishments, which, well
ventilated, lighted, and kept .onstanfiy
bright with paims and flowers, have
nothing gruesome about them. ‘There the
bodies, dressed in their ordinary ‘clothes,
are laid upon tables, amid flowers, shrub,s.
and green. plants--those of the ﬁQ(R
long apartments, thos=e of the well-to-do
in private--and thuere they remain, under
the watch of a resgident staff of doctors
and attendants, quick tn note if there\..
the slightest sign of returning Tife)’ and
who. if the body shows anv trace of de-
compnsition, take steps 1o preserve 1t
unrit the hour of the funeral. -

The mourners are frea to +visit their
dead at all hours of the. day. aad- fing.
nothing in the sunmm:in.gs to ihock‘thﬁ'!r A
sensibilities. It is a remarkable fact that
fn all of these ** \Waiting Morztuaries,™
some of which have been in e\lsteuca for-
over luQ vears, there is not one duly an- .
thenticated case of the dead having re-.
turned to life: not one solitary case af.
suspended animation. : B

This fact, emphasized by the London-
IL.ancet in its issue of two weeks age;
should go far to allay, if not entirely =
remove, the popular impression, so induss
triously exploited by sensation mongers, te .
the effect that premature burial is* frer &
quent in these modern times and that no -
one is altogether safe from the danger ot“
being entombed alive.
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