Where College Boys Prefer Study to Baseball

Reed College of Portland, Oregon, Now in Its Sixth Year, Has
Emerged Successfully from Unique Experiment in Education

AST June saw the completion
' "of the fifth college year and
the graduation of the second
class by Reed College of
Portland, Ore., an ifstitution
. which deserves, if any col-
lege deserves it, the much misapplied ad-
jective unique. There are many pecu-
liarities about Reed College, or things
that the conventional educator arid the
conventionally educated would regard as
peculiarities, but it is the combination of
these features rather than any single one
that makes the college distinctive.
Practically all of the six hundred odd
colleges and universities in the United
States are dedicated, theoretically, to the
proposition that intellectual progress and
the creation or fostering of an enthusi-
asm for the intellectual life are the prime
purpose of an institution "of learning.
‘Many colleges, to promote this or. for
other reasons, have abolished {fraterni-
ties, or done away with intercollegiate
athletics. Several colleges have irregular
requirements for admission, depending
more on estimates of the personal char-
acter and ability of the candidate than on
examinations or certificates. At least
one, besides Reed, requires a thesis em-

.bodying the results of original research’

{rom candidates for the baccalaureate de-
gree, instead of reserving this for purely
graduate work. | )

Many .colleges have fairly complete
honor svstems, and various forms of stu-
dent self-government. Not a few small
colleges attempt to discéurage applicants
for admission with the object of finally
admitting only those whose determina-
tion to pursue the things best attainable
at that -particular college persists
through many trials. A number of in-
stitutions have adopted the orthography
of the Simplified Spelling Board. Many
have done their best to be of practical
cervice 1o the communities in which they
are situated.

In none of these particulars is Reed
College unique, but it does seem to be
unique in. the spirit which is apparently
in some cases a causc and In others an
effect of the factors recorded above, and
which has resulted, in the words of the
President, ¢ in making scholarship not
.only respectable but necessary, and, as a
rule, not only necessary but attractive.”
It is only six years since Dr. William
Trufant Foster, then Professor of Eng-
1ish and Argumentation in Bowdoin Col-
lége, was elected President of Reed, with
power to invent a colleg’e- spirit and
create traditions from theé ground up;
and after five years Reed College has al-
ready a solid record of achievement and
has devcloped as wéll a college life in
whose flavor, as it appears to an alien
who studies it only from the publications
of the college or the students, the cru-

sading zeal for simplified gpelling, for
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_ instance, appears to be quite as charac-
- {eristic an element as the general interest

in practical sociology.

"Reed College comes from the bequest
of Mr. and Mrs, Simeon G. Reed, who
left a sum never officially stated, but
estimated unofficially at $3,000,000, for
a nonsectarian institution of learning in
Portland * having for its object the in-
crease and diffusion of practical knowl-
edge among the citizens of said city, and
the promotion of literature, science, and
art.” The result was the Reed Institute,
which plans for the possible establish-
ment later of professional and graduate
schools, but which for the present, on
the recommendation of Dr, Wallace But-
trick, Secretary of the General Education

. Board, who studied the educational nceds

of Portland and vicinity, confines itself
{o a college of liberal arts, An account
of the purpose with which the college
was founded and of some of the methods
taken to obtain a suitable student body
for the development of the Reed College
gpirit has been written at the request of
TAE TmMMES by President Foster,

“Six years ago this Summer,” he
writes, ¥ while I was at Bowdoin Col-
lege, in Maine, I received a telegram ask-
ing me whether I would go at once to
the Pacific Coast to eonsider the problen:
of building a college from the ground up.

enterprise. About a week later, in Port.
land, Ore.,, I had a conference with the
Trustees of an endowment of the vaiue

of about $3,000,000, left by Mr, and Mrs,
Simeon G. Reed. for the purpose of estal.
lishing an educational institution in the
City of Portland. There were virtuai'y
no other restrictions. The Trustees had
decided to establish a college of liberal
arts, and had accepted a gift of forty
acres within the City of Portland for a
campus. No other decisions had been
made. The Trustees inviled me to be-
come the President of a college with no
buildings, no equipment, no Facully, no
students, no history, no traditions, no
plans. Forly acres of pasture land and
an endowment--that was all there was of
Reed College at that time,

“ The chief and by far the most impor-
tant problem was one of aim. What

should an institution, established under

these extraordinary conditions, strive to
become? In what ways should it take
advantape of its freedom from tradi-
tions? M was, as President Jordan said
at that time, the only college that had
made no mistakes, the only college that
had no alumni of which it might be
aghamed. In all parts of the country
were colleges, several hundred of them,
which would gladly make radical changes
were it not for the pressure of their own
history. Traditions are hard to cope
with; especially when they are defended
by an army_of graduated “whe-Beem ‘to
ir chief business is to keep
the college eractly as it was in the hal-

-cyon days-of their youth == =-s7= - 77t hemselves,

“1 decided it the outset to visit as
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many as possible of these colleges and
to find out what their most venturesome
thinkers would like to make of them if
they could begin al} over in a clear field.
For the purposes of this study, therefore,
I visited at least half a hundred colleges
and universities east of the Mississippi
and at least as many more west of the
Mississippi. Everywhere 1 endeavored to
make a judgment from cvidence gained
at first hand of the causes for the pre-
vailing discentent with the American
college.

“ JFor it seems that never had there
been such unrest among institutions of
higher learning. Scores of committees
of trustees, and of faculties, and of alum-
ni, and of Legislatures were addressing
themselves as never before to the prob-
lems of the college, trying to determine
the grounds for the charge of many busi-
ness men and of some college men that
the Amecrican college was the most
gigantic failure in all our educational
history.

“ Qut of all this criticism and investi-
pation the conviction became general
among careful students of the Amcrican
college, including most of the college
Faculties, that there was little genuine, .
intellectual enthusiasm among students,

that the amourtt of study was discredit~
ably smll, {amd: that the constantly in-
creasi;%co fygign of incidental Amuyses
ments, cpn w__qminly by the gtu y

s-tending to makethe olf,"
scrious, central purposes of the curricee



fam of minor interest to the stude
body.

“Jt seemed to me, therefore, that v
could probably perform no greator ser
ice for the educational world than te u
the endowment provided by the Re
family in an attempt to establish a eolle
in which intellectual enthusiasm shou
be dominant. It seemed to me that if t
factors antagonistic to this ideal in oth
colleges could be discovered at the ou
set, and not allowed to force their wy
into the new colleze, we might reaso
ably hope to get together a group «
teachers and students who would engag
in intellectual activities with spontaneot
delight and, as a rule, leave all othe
interests in necessarily subordinal
places. ' :

“If 1 judged ricght'y from my observ:
tions at colleges in all parts of the cowm
try, it was the almost unanimous ju.ig
ment of those who were striving-to mal
scholarship respectuble that nothing it
terfered more wilh their efforts than th
extreme devotion {o infercolleciate atl
letics and social affairs. The first stey
therefore, in fourding a new college ag
peared to be the uncomnpromising elin
ination of intercollegiate games and fr:
ternities and sororities. The experimen
of getting along without these adjunct
of college life, and all that goes wit
them, Reed College has now tried fo
five years. It is worthy of note—indeec
it must seem extraordinary to most peo
ple—that the Faculty of, the college
previously familiar with forty collegez i
which intercollegiate athletics' and fra
ternities played important parts, ar
virtually, if not quite, unanimous in thei
conviction that the experiment has hee
successful.

“No one, I think, acquainted with thi:
institution and with others is inclined t
question the fact that there is far mor
persistent and serious study at Reed Tol
legre today than would have been fossible
had intelleciual interests been obliged t¢
eompete with the distractions that com
monly accompany the highly organize(
and expensive athletic and social fune
tions of American colleges. There are
those who believe that Reed College ic
missing something that other colleges
have because of these outside activities,
and there are a few who believe that
the loss is serious. But even these peo-
ple are ready to admit that the college
has pained a large measure.of intel-
lectual enthusiasm among its students
for which the sacrifices of certain aspects
of college life were deliberately made at
the outset.

# Such results as have been attained,
however, have not been with an unse-
lected body of students. When we con-
sider the tremendous pressure exerted on
all sides to make every college in America
exactly like every other college, we can
hardly expect an extraordinary experi-
ment to succeed in its early years with
ordinary material.

“ Reed College aiins for its students
and Faculty to sustain intellectual enthu-
siasm in a homogeneous group, to which
asne is admitted, and in which none ad-
mitted by mistake is tolerated long, who
is incapable of or unwilling to perform
honest, thorough, hard work; to concen-
trate attention on the serious, central
purposes which were formerly the con-
trolling interests of institutions of higher
Iearning; to provide every possible incen-
tive, moral and religious, for right living
and for the discovery and intensification
of large life purposes; and, therefore, as
a matter of course, to eliminate the great-
est distractions of college life and subor-
dinate others to the dominant ideals of
the institution. -

“ This a’'m demands that only students
should be admiited who are conspicuously
qualified to profit by membership in an
institution so conceived and so dedicated.
There is abundant evidence that the tra-
ditional methods of examination and cer-
. tification neither open the gates to those
best fitied for such a college nor keep
out those who are unfit. In judging
candidate for admission to Reed College,
formal certificales and examinations are
vsed as contributory evidence, but the
chief test is one or more personal inter-
views with the applicant, supplemented
by talks with parents, teachers, employ-
ers, and with students already admitted.
Other persons are asked to write letters
about the candidate after they have read
statements concerning the aims of the
college; such letters are sometimes of
great value, sometimes useless. The pur-
pose is to determine through every avail-
able source of information-—especially

- lege 1 had at heart.

threugh physical.examinations and per-
sonal in‘erviews—whether the student
has phyasical health, intellectuat interest,
capacity. for hard work, earnestness and

-definiteness of purpose, and personal

habits consistent with the attamment of

“his ambitions.

“The college endeavors to make en-
trance easy for the strong man whose
conventional preparation i3 irregular,
and impossible for the weakling who has
merely ‘ got by,’ or who has been pulled
through the conventional kind of prepa-
ration for college. High school gradua-
tion, whether .or not from a go-called col-
lege preparatory course, is not regarded
as evidence of fitness for college.” The
college catalogue states that the equiva-
lent of a high school course is * the in-
dispensable minimum, but not a guar-
antee of admission. The college does not
require that this work be done in the
conventional time or manner, and the:re
is no minimum age for entrance.”

“In pursuance of this policy, and in
the effort to prepare at once for right
traditions, the 263 applicants who ap-
peared before buildings were construct-
ed were considered  with great care.
Only fifty of these were admitted to the
first class; and to guard against im-
porting traditions from other colleges
and universities, no students- were ad-
mitted to advanced standing.” (Such stu-
dents are now admitted on presenta-
tion of satisfactory credentials.) ‘

“ By the methods described I endeav-
ored to select those who were likely to
become intelligent and enthusiastic co-
workers in building the new type of col-
Coworkers——that
was the great need. Without the co-

operation of the students as a whole,

traditions would go wrong speedily.
One of the Faculty expressed the idea
later, during the first year of instruc-
tion, by addressing our ecommunity,
teachers and students, as -* Comrades of
the Quest.’

“In spite of all our care, some mis-

takes are made. Not all our students
have impelling incentives to study pro-
vided by themselves; but those few who

place other interests first and who fail

to become sufficiently interested in any
serious problems to pursue them for the
love of the pursuit, without the prodding
of teachers or the hope of credits, scon
feel so out of place that they become
dissatisfied with the college.

“ A number of visitors to the college,
a year or two ago, were interested to
find that virtually the entire Faculty
were in Seattle attending the three-day
ccnvention of the Scientific Societies of
the Pacific Coast. During this absence
of the Faculty the students had entire

_charge of the institution, including the

conduct of all the classes and Iaborato-
ries and of the administrative offices.
The fact that the students were willing
and able to do this is not remarkuble.
Almost any body of students would be
interested in such an adventure as a
dramatic ‘ stunt.’ If there is any signifi-
cance in the incident, it is that every-
body took it as a matter of course. It
involved no change of attitude on the
part of either Faculty or students and
caused little comment inside the college.

“ There is no ‘honor system’ devised
to cover certain hours and certain ex-
ercises, for which the student has signed
a pledge; there is a principle of honor
which is regarded as sufficient to cover
all phases of student life at all times.
The three or four cases which have
arisen under the honor principle during
the five years of the life of the college
have been dealt with entirely by the
Student Council.

“Tor the purpose of making co-workers
of the students as quickly as possible
and acquainting them with the aims of
the college, and particularly with the
specific reasons why the college has re-
jected some honored traditions and es-
tablished others, a course of study is
offered by the President to all freshmen
in their first semester. The course
deals with concrete problems of college
life, because it seems clear that the at-
titude and habits of college students
which are antagonistic to intellectual
achievement are partly due to ignorance
and lack of timely, specific guidance.

“ Among the topics discussed are the
following: The history of the American
college, the purpose of the college, the
offerings of the curriculum, election of
courses, methods of study, the use of the
library, honor among students, mental
recreation, phyﬁlcal health, athletics,
social affairs, fraternities, co-education,

- student government, college chapel, the

cholce of 8 vocation, and the relation oi
the college to the community. By means
of this course, and by every other means
the students and teachers endeavor to
concentrate their efforts upon their com-
mon purposes, and thuas to become in
reality ‘ Comrades of The Quest.’”

This is a view of Reed as it looks from
the inside. It may be permitted to add a
few points that seem” noteworthy to the
outsider who studies The Reed Collese
Record, the official publication, and The
Quest, the student weekly.

There is nothing particularly revolu-
tionary in the Reed curriculum; it is in
substance that of the average small col-
lege. About 30 per cent. of the student’s
work must be in his major subject, but
the residue leaves a wide freedom of elec-
tion. Quality of work as well as quantity
is counted toward the degree, and credit
is given for the work done according to a
recondite something called the “ normal
probability curve,” which attempts to
furnish a scientific rather than a per-

sonal basis for grading. Seminar and

thesis for undergraduates are not un-
known elsewhere, but the oral examina-
tion on an entire subject is something al-
most unheard of in American colleges,
where & student, having passed in certain
courses in, say, the first or second term of
his college course, can proceed to forget
about them with the comfortable certain-
ty that ‘no one will ever agidin inquire
into how much he remembers. "

President Foster ‘has said that Reed
College “ specializes in the humanities,”
but it is notable“that the college has
thrown itself into the currents of life
about it and made itself a community
force to a degree which has rarely been
attained by more utilitarian institutions.

In a dozen ways the college has-be-
comé an active factor in the life of the
city and the Northwest. A fish experi-
ment station, built on the campus by the
State Fish and Game Commission, is ad-
vertised in the catalogue as “offering
advanced students of biology an oppor-
tunity to come into intimate contact with
one of the chief industries of the State.”
What effect Reed College biologists have
had on Oregon fish culture is not stated
in any publication at hand, but Reed Col-
lege sociologists seem to be preternat-
urally active. A study of unemployment
in Portland conducted by the teachers
and students of sociology, a survey of the
problems connected with vaudeville and
moving picture theatres by a city com-
mittee of which President Ioster was
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Chairman -and on which students and-
Faculty served—these are two of the,
activities whose resuits have been pub-
lished by the college. '

‘Last year Reed had 252 students—
somewhat more than half of them wo-
men—and the majority of these came
from Portland. This is natural in a
very young college, situated in a large-
city, and competing with established in-
stitutions. Of more importance is the
fact that the percentage of studeuts liv-
ing outside of Portland was considerably
larger in the freshman class than in the
senior-—that is, Reed attracts more stu-
dents from a distance each year thar in
the year preceding. So far practically
all of them come from the Pacific North-
west, but there is every reason to ex-
pect that as the college becomes nore
widely known ils student body will en-
tirely transcend sectional limits.

As to what the students think of the
college, how the somewhat ascetic-
sounding program of the college works
out in practice, some idea can be gained

from a study of The Reed College Quest,

the student weekly. And the first ef-
fect of a perusal of several numbers. of
The Quest is to dispose of at least one
notion fhat the stranger, knowing Reed
only from its ideals, would be likely to
gain. He would be apt to think that a
college where everybody is not only ex-
Jected but 1equired to be a devotee of
the cult of learning, where knowledge is
pursued with apparently a religious en-
thusiasm, where the attracticns of frater-
nities and intercollegiate athletics have
teen deliberately sacrificed tn this ideal,
woald attract only studerts of the type
which is interested in scholarship, and in
nothing else.

So it is with pleased surprise that a
reader of The Quest discovers that a .
Reed student, like any other student, is
human. The front page of a specimen
issue of The Quest tells of the nomina-
tions for next yvear’s Student Council;
the results of interclass baseball games,
the Drama Club’s production of
“ Twelfth Night,” a visit of girl students
of the physical education department of
another college, the visit of several Reed
professors to a teachers’ association, the
all-star selections from the girls’ class
basket ball teams, the chorus rehearsals
for the Easter rusic festival, the wine
ning of a graduate fellowship at Prince-
ton by a last year's alumnus, and the
preparations for the Junior prom! It
sounds like any other college.



