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‘The Popularizing of Polo

. the ‘ends in.view that the
; horse may - not perish from
the edrth, - that one of the greatest
of games may no.longer labor -un-
der the handicap of classification
with purely “‘rich men’s sports.’’
that the mystery surrounding itsi
generalship, its apparent scramble,.
may  be dispelled, and that one.of:
.the grea.test of all pleasures may be:
.spread  among the many- instead -of.
being confined_to. the few. In other
- words, the game is being’ slowly but
none the less steadﬂy populanzed—‘
‘not accidentally, but by des:gn
Many of the best sportsmen in the
“country, wealthy and otherwise,- are,
_concerned in this agreeab!e conspir:
acy, and theu- work is showing. ex-
cellent results. Witness the crowd
‘of more than 5,000 daily at the na-
tional championships at Philadel-
phia——thongh held- on dates that
confhcted with the national tennis
ehampionsmps. the bnngmg togeth-
er of ‘the younger element in new
and. interesting team combmatmns
in the recent tournament : at Meadow
‘Brook, and' the preparaﬁon “of the
Army fours at Camp Vail, the gite
of the old Monmout'h race track,. in
conjunction with -tournaments’ ‘held
at the Rumson Country Club. ‘This
last is sitna.ted in the heart of what
bas come to:-bel .k.nown as a “*-polo-
centre.”. -

So- ﬁrmly is the game entrenched
in the public favor in the Rumson
sectxon that - memnibers of this club
saxd Tecently, with every. appearance
of confidence: « Give us- the ba~
txonnl championships Jnst one yesar,
and we will suarantee ‘a crowd of
°20,000. and build the stands to’ ac<:
commodate them.” .

There is. already a* polo wise
following : in' New Jersey,— in and
. around Phﬂadelphia, in and around
Boston, in . certain sections of the.
South and West and on ‘the Pacific
. Coast. New York- ‘has ‘lagged, but
the New York public has been-taken
‘in hand by Squadron. A, and that
organization’s big indoor tburnament
last. Winter was a- success in many
‘ways. It tended to educate the gen-
eral pubnc to- tho beautles of the
- play, ‘to promote competition’ among
the couegea that have taken up the
- galloping’ game—Yale. .‘Princeton,
Eennsylvanla and Cornell, so far; to
~ provide a future home fn its owp
.ranks for.. the  college: sraduate who
tay. been debarred in the - -past’ be-
cause of the expense. It is bnﬂding
wisely and well, - -

Now all this activlty n.atnrally en-
courages the breeder of polo stock,
_and the pols ‘stock of today is far
different from that of the long ago.
"TThe present prodnet is an. all-round
animal demgned “for’ speed as. we.ll as
hn.ndiness, ‘the . Hmit. on. his helght
ha,sbeenlxttednndthemodemre-
qn!rements .are such ‘that the polo

, moun!:mayserveamvalry otﬁceras
his"second service miount,: which was
not possible in- the’. old’ days. of the
14.2 resu-iction,_whicn now remains
only as u show requisite. The mod-
.ern. poro wmount-will "do for -a ride-in
“the.park. or over.the. 200 miles of’
bridle paths: that.. thread their _WBY.
thmugh ‘one of the prettiesl: eections
of Long Ishmd. — :

© Polo.is - 10 longer played on.
** ponies !’ ,” ot he - Cock 'Horse to
Banbnry Cross tvpe,tbnt on. thor-
: oughbred ra.cers, and at the. pace of

"thoronghbred& '.Ehe—o!d- eayuse and.

“Waler.. blood ls_no longer common.

With the removal of the offside rule,
and now. the passing of the' ﬁ-actionnl

.goal pena.lties for fouls and safeties,
the eame has become one of h'emen-

' dous paee, ‘and the pace of the breed-

" ing raust keep up. with the page of
-the game, Which -meavs. more and

- more - ‘thorovghhireds . in action. In

: any of the ‘leading " strings “today,
such as thoee’ gathared -together -by
- Averill* Harriman, by G.- M. Heck-

;‘;,scher in; the East: by Hugh -Tevis

.and C'arleton Burke inumtomia. the |

S prepondemnce wtnl be thoronzhbred

i

OLO s undergoing a transfor-
. mation in this country, with

at least four-fifths, or, at the very
least, part tbomughbred. T
These will include weight carriers,
for, with the offside rule lifted, there
was an instant premium on long- hit-
ting, and long hitting was:an induce-
ment to- bigger and more powerful
mén to take up the game. Devereux
Milburn is a fair sample, and Thomas
Hitchcock: Jr." is a few sizes larger
than the stars of years ago. The
Army’s . best -back, .. Major W. ‘W.
Erwin," rides “at 182 pounds. With'
big men like these at back, the-old
job of No. 1, that of riding them oft,
became- mcreasingly difficult. —The
result has beén that there ‘has been/
upon occasion a’ change in' general-
ship, and the K modern \No. 1 has
taken to putting on more and more
speed, ocutracing the big back and
cutting loose with the ball, taking
over much of the goal shooting that
was formerly left to No. 2 in the at-

Borchard

tacking formation. ‘This- excursion
into the technique of the game. is un-
.dertaken merely.-to show that every
change in the rules and in the actual
play has tended to demand speed and
nore speed, and still more’ speed.”
" Thas-the ola time No. 1 was, able
to go ‘through’ a  game on ' two or
‘three mounts,” Toda.y he needs at
lea.st four, - and these if possible
.thoroughbreds, as do. the other play-
‘ers. _The gmb pace of the game
has Hmited the powers: of the very
‘best mounts 1o two periods. Excep-
'iﬂona.l mounts may stand the racket
for three.’ The Amermn. interna-
tional’ teaxn pla.yed through. one of
the games “that brought’ ‘home’ the
¢uap’ on- eighteen mounts. fourteen
mares ang. four geldmgs. ‘With the
;.pom’bmf.y of -acctdent - in - mind,". no
first-class team goes into - action
with fewer tha.n twenty mon.ntx a.t
lm.nd. .

-The. old scmmble that made -the
-generalship of the game a° mystery
to the general pub!lc bas given way
v-to the: stretchmg‘ont of -the..forma-
“tion .In- order te cover the terrific
ﬁ,mtttng,. with. the  Tresuit.. that one
often sees down &° beautiful stretch
of “turt almost a ‘quarter of 4 mile
'in length® a- séries “of." four:actual
horse races, all-going on- at once.

'I‘he spectator is getting thorough-
bred sprint horse racing in the guise
‘of a gamse, with all the added tasci-
nation of team work and wonderful
‘clouting ..ot the “ball. . Here, com-
bined . with the extreme ‘simplicity
fofthe ru!es. which. may be-learned
:atonerendmg -are-all the elements
of a popnla.r sport in the’ best and

‘"There.-are . speed. horsemanshxp,
| fnanual. Gexterity. team- work: the

.

triumph of horse-breeding, simplic-
ity, and exciting personal contact.
Truly a remarkable change from the
‘old days when the sport was Enowwm
as the **.game of dust-and bad lan-
gudge.”” -Not ‘all of fhe bad lan-
.guage has disappeared, but most . of
the calling from player ‘to player
is. in the way of signaling, belonging
to the generalship of the play, and
the duost is found seldom nowadays
save in India, where watenng sys—
‘tems are at a premium.’

Asa further incentive to the spec-
tator, the teams have taken to num-
bering:their. saddle cloths, as has been
done’ in the. international matches,
and, thanks to Colonel Julian R.
Lmdsey, Chairman of the Army Polo
Committee, the soldiers, who really
are: the - champions of the public,
just as the Army and Navy foot-
ball teans are thus representative,
now wear numbers a foot high on

the ‘backs of thelr polo shirts. As
a’ further. incentive - to. the: spectator
it- may be said that many good
matches are free to the public.  To
witness the recent play at Meadow
Brook, ‘in which appearéd -some of
the eountry 8 finest players, inclnd-
ing two’ of the intemationalists and
in ‘which were used . beautitully
trained monnts from at least two.of
the: leading strlngs -in the East,
whence are “certain to ‘come four-
footed internationalists of the .fu-
ture, -required’ only carfare. The
gamos were played s0- late that. the

downtown business man could wit-
ness them after closing up shop for
the day. For the wandering auto-
mobilist parking space had been pro-
vided on the opposite side of the
field from the clubhonse, and it is
difficult to think of a more delight-
ful manner of putting in an hour
for the motorist on the way home.

From the player's angle a great

change has come over the game. In
a still somewhat limitea but wholly
true sense, it is possible for -a man
to play polo without owning a sin-
gle mount, and in.some cases at
probably less expense thamn a sea-
‘son’s golf. There are public fields.

At certain of- the colleges the War

Depa.rtment _toaintains . ‘a - string :.of.

mounts in connection with an offi-
‘cers’. training corps. - Today, -just
outside the open end of the Palmer

Stadium at.- Princéton,~ -is-the odd-

.Spectacle of a corral ﬁlled with nrmy
borses, . ‘which are’ the _backbone of

the student polo team.  The Squad:

‘ron maintains a string of mounts at
.Gedneyi‘arms,snditsmembersmy

mdmgemaweek-endofhom'

riging . and . polo. play _either there

oracrossthenndson River for much

less money than B week—end motor
I
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trip would cest—yes, for a quarter-
or a fitth of the average outing i:r N
the Fall and Summer séason. . -
Both in the Army - and in the-
Squadron the game is béing buflt
up: sciéntifically. The work is be-
gun. indoors, sometimes in the pen, .
where the stick work is mastered -
without ‘running the risk of batter--
ing up a good horse. Follows then’
the imstruction in - equitation, - the
playindoorswiththebigsottbnn'
which cannot be hit very far. Here.
handiness - and combination . are.
learned, and the fundamentals of -
polo generalship. Thence the’ game -

. is taken out of doors and the play-

ers go into action well prepared to -
bandle themselves and their mounts
properly -on the full-sized  field:
there is an ulterior. motive in all:
this. . Regardless of their ability .to.
own mounts, the attempt is being.
made to turn out a large number of
players so well tauglit, so thorough-:
ly drilled in the avoidance of ** hard.
hani - and  other -destructive fea~ .
tures of poor horsema.nship. that -
they will be welcome guests at polo -
clubs, and will be cheerrully monnted
by their hosts. "

‘Of course, the great tnnda.menm! .
thing that has made it Wble ‘tg -
take up. this popnla.rization of the "
game i3 the inr.e.rna.ﬁonal matc!ms, .
In the old days, when Westchmta:
was-'a polo centre and. when the =
average citizen who could . n.tford :
anything besides train tra.nspormﬁon
was driving everything*nme uun’-ré
to a cabriolet, not to mention the
papulartamilysurrey. therewasa.
love of horses bred in every fam-,
ily that led the head thereoz to pro-:
‘pel his family outing to’ the nefgh
borhood - of - horseflesh.- _There “was:
ttott!ng there was the old Fleetwood:
Park at its best, there W8S, Jemme’
[Avenue, with “at the: end-ot all- these::
the spice and novelty of- polo. “The.
r_tamlly of those days that.could: not"
*« talk horse ** was 1o tamny at’ all.
just as later the family that- could
not. discuss sprockets, gears’ and’
hamnebara in the era of the. hmdef
was a Ionely unit in the life outside:
the city limits,” or- within' those: lim-
its for that matter.  All: that " is‘
gone, of eourse, and with it. the
drive that led to the. marsin of the.
Polo ﬁeld. Popular intereat fn \‘.he

game . Ianguished, and the intema.—_’

—_— N
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The Popularizing of Polo

(WMM'Q)
uonalmaﬂ:chmwmneedbdtorevm
it.

amnehlm'gerporumo!thc
publicthanonewuuldimaginethe
names of the interndtional . players
a.adthenammotatleastsomeot
the international mounts are house-
hold words. Beamseotherwnka
the® international matches - Louls
smddatdsBdleofAﬂ,caﬂed,prob-
ably with- accuracy, =¢ the gremtest

poloponyinthewuﬂd."hssbeoome-

something of a champion-to-the gen-
aalpubﬂc.andtfthaeisanyﬂﬂng
the . general public loves it is 2
champton..v In the . mtemaﬁonal

wh-lch ‘meant that the actual pla'.yingv
time was cut four minutes under the
There were in the

customary hour.
two matches, thenetore. a total of
tourteen “Jonger. pe'nods, and this fa-
mous Stoddard mount played in six
of them, a uninque dlstincﬁon. -
As a- matter of fact, the per-
f6rmance of thin> meare was: ldrgely
that of actual racing, “which - the
genetal public -hitherto ~hes wmder-
stood better than it fag polo. - Stod-

dard took out “his superb mare for

the first - period and. played ‘her
cight fninutes.. Just what _shedid

'-‘infhattlmeissbownbyarder-

the modern . No. 1 must have sa-
premie pace, and the’ internaﬂonal
No.lmwbnmmethetastestthmg
thmzsonfou\-teettnthewayot
horseﬂah. Thlsanhnal.whiehholds
ﬁw tntemaﬂaml polo honnrs both

it was Ténby’s thirteenth pericd in
international  polo. ~Tenby played

’tmcemeachottheinternaﬁonal

matches of 1911, and-he again aided
4he successful defensé of the trophy
in 1913. In1914'.l‘anbytortheﬁnt
ﬁmeta.steﬂdeteat. _And he lived to
mrﬁdpatzmthemmestbathmught
thecupl_mmetothiscount_ry,

his_o6wner had been in the -great
war. Therewasastorymtheet-
fect that on the way home:- _Tenby
eommlttedsnlude. Bmﬂy Tenby

died.hutennughsenﬁmenthasbem
built up legitimately - around - this
faithtulandl’amousanknaltomke

What a. rwordJ:o compare thh
the Babe ** Rnthsotmball, ‘the
"'l‘ed" Coys_of football ‘Al the
elements of intetnatlonal .sporting -
drama. : Andthen.'l‘enby : In spite
of age, partly because of experience,

tionallst, Devereux Mmmrn, Cap-
tain“of the American. international
teara, played this old wedditig pres-
mtotlﬂslnthefourth period of the
ﬂrst game’ e,sa!nat the Engiishmen.

best pony.: that .he ever: handled.
which, ontopothist‘eeord lshlgh
enough pts.ise. -

. There - will. be othet great ma.res
like Belle of AW, other great old
-eampaisners like : Tenby, -and with
the - spmdotthe game itiamore
than possible that these: four—toobed
herods and herdines: will. come. from
some obscm-e raﬂch ﬂsat ‘never
would have continued in: existence
had it 'not been for the dema.nd t.hs
game has made for mounts. i
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