Foreign Medals tor American Soldier Heroes

Congress Is to Pass a Bill Removing Restrictions on Acceptance
and Display of Honor Awards from Allies

S the law of the United States stapds
at the present moment, the Amer-
ican hero is prohibited from ac-
cepling a foreign medal. Bat the

faw is to be changed at this session of
Coungress. The beginump was made at
the special session laxt Sumvmer, when
2 bill to 2zt aside the restriction, so far
as soMiers and sailors are concerned,
was intvoduced by Senator Lodge and
passed by ‘the Seaate. The House will

Lodpe, was to take care of the cases of
Americans who had served sinoe Avrust,
1914, in the British and French Armies,
and who wanted to continue to wear the
decoraions won with the allied troops
after they entered the American Army.
it read as follows:

RBe i enactod by the Scnale and Honac of
Represenintives 8f the Dnited Kisice of
Awmcriem in  Cengresz eaxscmbled, That
Anuwrican cilivens who have recelved since
"August, 1914, decorationx or medsls for
distinguished pervice in the arwiés ar in
counection with the field service of thase
naticns engaged in war with the Imperial
Germman Government, shall, en extering
the military or naval service «f the United
States, be permiiicd io wear such medals
or dororations. , -

Senator Saulsbury of Delaware of-
fered an smendment {0 that 1o provide
for all soldiers and sailors of America
who may hereaficr receive moedals from
any Government engaged ia war agminst
Germany. The bill was passced as amend-
ed by Senator Saulsbary, and it is in that
shape that it will go through the House
as 2 matter of course. It should be
noted that there is nothing in this act {0
resnove the restrictions imposed upon our
civilian citizens, the diplomats, for ex-
ample. No matter what distinguished
aservice Coloned Homse or Ambassador
Page may reader to the cause of ihe
Alies they may mot he decorsied by
France or England without special pri-
vate law enactment by Congress.

This resiriction s embodied In the
Constitelion itnelfl and is an expression
of the fear of those days that the Gov-
ermnment might deteriorate into an avtoc-
Tacy or even a3 mounarchy if any select
number of citivens were permitiad to be-

come too distinguished by receiving lities
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Victoria Cram, - Congressonal Creix de Geerre
(Brilish.) Medal of Heaer. (French.)
{ American.)

and bonors not enjoyed by the common
ran of Amerieans. A clause in Articdle L
of the Comstitution reads as follows:

No title of nobility shall he granted by
the United States: and no persm holding
any offe of prafit or truxt ander them,
shall, without the consent of the Congpress,
axent of any present, emoltument, office or
tithe of any kind whatever from any King,
Frinee, or foreign State,

But the wisdom of awanrding special
honors to soldiers for distinguished brav-
ery under fire was recognited in the
course of the cvil war and the Gongres-
siomal Medal of Honor was provided for
mn 1863 In spiril zad parpose this medsl

ix the rume as the famaus Victoria Cragy

Queen on Jan. 29, 1856, for botk officers
and men of the army and navy. Up to
that time England had kad no fixed re-
ward for bravery by private soldiers and
satfors. In remedying that defect and in
creating what has become by far the
greatest of the British hopors, the Queen

insistod that no distinction whatever be
made between officers and men, and that
m bestowing & no regard be pad to
wealth or ramk or title al the recipsents
If England sees fit 1ater'on to give this
Victoria Cruss to an Amenican soldier
the latter’s own Goverament will pot
stumd in the way. The legend en the
cross iz * For Valour.”

Al the ime of the French Revolution
all the orders and decorations which had
been accumulating in that country for
centuries were abolishad. It was = Citi-
zen This™ znd “Citisen That™ for a
establiched the legion of Honor, with
its crass, primarily as a reward {for brave
soldeers. The order has lasted ever since,
and, as every one knows, the Legion of
Honor has becorme much more compre-
hensive than 1 mere military Lody. An
American soldier will soon be able o
roreive this high honor from Framee if
deemed worthy of it. He may also re-
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ceive the Order of Loopuld ef Belpium,
and similar decoratioms {rom 1taly, En-
pania, Portagal, Japan, Russia, and s0
on all thmugh the list of Allies. In other
words, the prospect is that it will take
only about five mixotes of the time of
the House of Representatives to put the
American soldier in the rwming for
about any award there is in Burope ex-
oept the Iron Cross of Germaay.

There will be no such rostrictions on
the privileges granted to American fight-
ers in thi= war as were imposed on a
greup of Amcriczss allowed to receive
foreign decorations by a specal act of
Congress m 18Rl. The first section of
that art named the recipients and the
countries which wisthed to homor them.
But Section 2 declared that they must
BCYEr WEar or exposc upon ther perssas
any of ibe medals and other awards
which Congress graciously allowed them
to take and hide. Section 3 =zaid that
thercafter all soch gifix most be made
throngh the State Department, and nat
direct to the persons coaceroed, and then
only with special permission of Congress,

The act of 1863 providing for Com-
gressional Medals of Hemor has beea,
{requently modified, and there have
been frequently modified, and there have
been varions mterpretations in Congreas
and by the War Department as to what
constitutes sufficiently distinguished ac-
Gon to deserve the madal. These
Iack of precision in the language of the
law as oripimally enacted and by the
abuses that crept in after the civil war.
Formnyyun-fw&nfmmom
the Government was ealled to anspe
the medal to claimants upon the strength
of their own memory of their own walor,
supplemented by affadavits from thewr
friends who kad been with them m the
fight, the affidaviis giso beiny based on
Bemury.

Now the Iaw provides that the act for
which the medal i awarded st be 2
part of the official records of the War
Department filed by the proper military
autbarities at the time of or very soon
after the performance of the act re-
warded. )



